PREFACE
Finally, the circumstances of U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam precluded immediate efforts at accounting for MIAs. All these factors and more have created a public out-cry to account for all our Americans. As a result of this ongoing public concern, a goal of our national strategy in the region is tied to the fullest possible accounting for those lost in the war. we must also be willing to act alone to achieve our national security objectives and to ensure the safety of the nation. States has maintained a cooperative and collective approach to regional security. In time these regional forums will enhance diplomatic efforts, improve cooperation, and democratization among the member nations within the region.
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Vietnamese Security Outlook
The Vietnamese view security in comprehensive terms. For them security is not a matter of protecting sovereignty and territorial integrity, although these are essential elements.
Security also embraces protection of national political, economic, and social systems and the physical environment.
Moreover, areas national security is inseparable from regional and even global security and cannot be achieved except in cooperation with other nations. The Vietnamese government has realized that it must reduce the risk of regional tensions in order to pursue economic and domestic reforms. This has led to an emphasis on economic renovation and to strengthening
Vietnam's bilateral and regional relations to provide a peaceful, supportive environment for economic renovation. The SRV Government continues to cooperate on the POW/MIA effort. Vietnamese support to JFAs remains good.
Field operations are progressing well and will continue as scheduled.
Trilateral operations between the Vietnamese, Cambodians, and United States began in Feb 97 and initial results are promising. Much progress has been made on confirming the fates and accounting for individuals on the last known alive list.
Of the original 196 individuals, the fate of only 4 8 individuals is yet to be confirmed. The Vietnamese are also continuing efforts to locate individuals with valuable first-hand information relating to cases of unaccounted for Americans. Vietnamese witnesses have provided vital information, which resulted in recovery of remains in Laos.
The SRV Government has turned over more than 150 documents.
Vietnam also allowed United States teams to review thousands of archival items in museums and other government offices.
These documents and items have provided a significant number of correlations. In response to unilateral case leads which were 
